THE END OF TORY GOVERNMENT
Minister is proved by a letter which he wrote from Rapallo
to a friend on November zyth: " The pens are so bad here ",
he wrote, " that I am doubtful whether I can indulge my
propensity for letter-writing to any extent in this epistle*
I simply want to tell you that I had fully hoped to comply
this year with your request that I should address a meeting
at Barmouth, but my unfortunate illness has dislocated
all my plans* I cannot return to Britain until the third
week in December* I have already had to postpone all
meetings in my constituency* Those I must take up at
once, owing to the apparent proximity of the General
Election* Very sorry, as I had a few things I wished
specially to tell the Nonconformists of Merionethshire*
William returns to-morrow by train* I stay another week,
and then return by sea/' Like all his letters of those
years, it is written with his own hand; and he who teads
them to-day is forced to the conclusion that the Hotel
Verdi at Rapallo was not the only one among his haunts
in which the pens were " very bad " I